
After a decade of 
enjoying busy town-
centre living, Luke 
Brystead and Holly 
Cooper relocated 
to a quieter suburb 
and transformed an 
outdated Victorian 
terraced house into 
a modern family 
home right in time 
for the newest arrival  

Extending provided plenty of room for a 
kitchen-diner with generous table for family 
dinners. Luke had three delivered before 
he could find one big enough and with the 
exact finish to match the kitchen cabinets. 
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ur house in the centre of 
Brighton was a great place to live,” remembers 
Luke Brystead, who runs his own construction 
company and lives with his fiancé, yoga teacher, 
interior designer, and stylist Holly Cooper. “But 
when we had our son Ozzie two years ago, our 
perspectives changed.” They had lived in their 
home, right near Brighton station, for 10 years 
– but after enjoying the benefits of being in the 
trendy, bustling town, they needed a new place 
better suited to family life. “It was too busy and 
noisy to bring up a little one,” Luke says. Luckily, 
there was no shortage of potential buyers for a 
house in such a popular location. “We’d only had 
it on the market for two weeks when a retired 
couple from London offered us £20,000 over the 
asking price. We couldn’t believe it. The decision 
to move was very easy after that,” Luke laughs.

The couple had planned to move to nearby 
Hove, to live closer to the sea. They put an offer 
on a house, but it fell through at the last minute. 
It was by chance a different property in Brighton 
suburb Preston Park came up for sale on the same 
day, so they decided to take a leap and view it. 
“When we pulled up outside the house looked 
so small and uninspiring we nearly didn’t even 
bother to go in,” recalls Luke. Inside, the three-
bedroom Victorian terraced house hadn’t been 
touched for about 60 years and was dark and 
gloomy. But despite their initial reservations, 
it didn’t put the couple off completely. Before 
they knew it, they were visualising improving 
the interior to suit their family, including British 
Bulldog Harley. “We were happy to take on a 
project, and we knew this place had potential with 
a bit of work. Improving the amount of natural  
light was key. Since the the house’s back faces 
west, we knew an open-plan kitchen-diner would  
be flooded with sunlight all day. Plus the upstairs 
bedrooms were a great size, and there was 
potential to improve the bathroom and layout.”

With the offer put in and accepted, the day they 
completed on the house was quite momentous: 
they found out Holly was pregnant with their 
second child. “It changed the timescales a bit,” 
laughs Luke. “We had a year’s worth of work 
to do within nine months.” But with 12 years 
of building experience, he decided to plan the 
project himself – along with the help of architects 
M.J Humphrey Ltd – project manage, and use 
his building company for the construction. The 
family moved in with Holly’s parents in Arundel, 
so Luke could take on the renovation full time, 
working 12-hour days seven days a week, with 
two labourers on site, to meet the deadline. 

 “We opted for a concrete floor with a raw 
industrial finish with a resin coating,” Luke 
explains. “We’ve dropped red wine and it just 
wipes off the surface. It’s amazing.”

f The couple decided to reuse the original 
bricks from the external wall giving the kitchen 
an industrial feel and adding warmth to the 
neutral décorating scheme. 
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With no time to lose, work began. A downstairs 
bathroom was knocked down, a dividing wall 
between the existing kitchen and dining area 
removed, and foundations laid for a new glazed 
side-return extension for the kitchen-diner and 
utility room. “We wanted to create an easy-to-
live-in home with plenty of storage and a beach 
house vibe,” explains Luke. Along with Holly, 
he had envisaged a simple scheme with natural 
materials, to make the most of the light afforded 
to the new space – complete with lots of organic 
textures and a brushed concrete floor against a 
white backdrop. This idea was key to the kitchen 
design too. Luke hired a close friend, Tommy 
Koop, who had made kitchens for his clients 
on other projects, to create the couple’s dream 
design. “Tommy was keen to try out a new look, 
and we were open to his ideas,” says Luke. “The 
cabinets are made from birch ply, laminated in 
oak, and finished with a wax for a whitewashed 
look. It’s worked out just as we wanted.” They 
kept the layout simple: a long run of base cabinets 
provides sufficient storage without blocking any 
light, and a single bank of full-height cupboards 
houses built-in appliances and a larder. The 
exposed feature brick wall coordinates with the 
pale cabinetry, which also features a slim white 
worktop, flush induction hob, and a pared-back 
stainless steel sink and extractor. “We didn’t want 
an island, as we thought it would interrupt the 
flow,” says Luke. 

It was important to the couple to keep as much 
of the property’s period character as possible. 
“We were hoping to keep the original coving 
and ceiling roses in the living room, but they 
sadly disintegrated when we knocked down the 
dividing wall,” recalls Luke. He found a local 
company, Brighton Mouldings, to replicate them. 
A combination of the classic features, including 
original floorboards and new sash windows, 
and a dark, on-trend palette of charcoal grey 
and black completes the space to the front of the 
house and provides a place for the couple to relax 
once the kids have gone to bed.

Upstairs, Luke had to rip everything out and 
start again. “It was a weird layout – there was 
no landing to access the back bedroom, so you 
had to go through another room,” he says. “We 
managed to reconfigure the space and knocked 
the toilet and bathroom into one to create a larger 
suite with a walk-in shower and freestanding 
bath, which is better for family life.”

The master bedroom was one of the few 
rooms to remain structurally untouched: “It was 
a good size, light, and airy. We updated the décor 
with a neutral scheme. It’s lovely and relaxing.”

The family moved in when Bay, the newest 
addition to the family, was only two weeks old. “It 
didn’t take long for the house to feel like home,” 
says Luke. He and Holly couldn’t be happier with 
their new seaside life. But like a true renovator, 
Luke is already imagining the next move. “My 
dream is to live in a Miami-style beach house 
in Mexico. You never know, when the kids have 
grown up maybe?”

“We were happy to take  
on a project and knew this 

place had potential with  
a bit of work.” 

 

i The window at the back of the sitting room was bloked up to 
create the perfect snug area for the Ozzie and Bay to play in.

Luke and Holly wanted the 
sitting room to have a dark and 
moody feel in contrast to the 
Scandi-style kitchen. The walls are 
painted Farrow & Ball Railings.
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f  A pared-back neutral scheme in all upstairs 
rooms helps maintain a calm feel and connects 
with the design of the kitchen downstairs. 

Already of a good size, the master 
bedroom upstairs is one of the few 
rooms in the house which Luke and 
Holly left structurally untouched. Calm, 
neutral colours paired with rustic 
accents and soft, natural accents 
transformed it into a space where the 
couple can relax. 
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Q&A
Homeowner Luke Brystead  says…

Would you go back and change anything 
about the project? 
I wanted a more contemporary looking 
glass roof with minimum frames on the 
side-return extension – but it was just too 
expensive. We’d spent so much on the 
house already, it would have taken us 
£60,000 to £70,000 over budget.

Were there any unexpected costs? 
We came in a little over our £120,000 
budget because we decided to replace 
all of the old aluminum windows for 
replica wooden sash windows. It was 
around £2,000 a window, but we are so  
glad we did it.

What was the hardest thing about the 
renovation project?
Removing 15 tonnes of hardcore and 
soil waste from the back of the house. I 
loaded 50 to 60 bags of rubble in my van 
every night and then unloaded it at the in-
laws’ house as they were building a track 
in their field. Never again.

 The upstairs bathroom was totally 
reconfigured from what Luke calls “a weird 
layout”. Dark tiles and fittings create a  
stunning accent, while the walk-in shower  
and freestanding bath make the space fit  
for family life. 

 

Luke found this original British Stamp bath when 
they knocked down a wall in the old bathroom. 
“We had it refurbished and re-enameled in 
black.  We were offered £5,000 to sell it, but we 
couldn’t part with it.”
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Source Book

The Plans

DESIGN
Design and build Luke Brystead and John Medhurst, House (07823 
772664 or housebrighton.com)
Architect M.J Humphrey (07701 055 182)
Interior designer Holly Cooper, House, as before
Sash windows Smart Sash Windows (07736 714533 or  
smartsashwindowsltd.co.uk) 
Garden landscaping Tom and Harry Woolley, CW Landscapes, Hove

KITCHEN
Cabinetry Koop (01273 891 797 or koopfurniture.co.uk)
Worktop P Challen Ltd (01903 885000 or pchallen.co.uk)
Tap Quooker (0345 833 3555 or quooker.co.uk)
Appliances Ovens with slide and hide door, Neff ( 0344 892 8989 or 
neff-home.com/uk); Hob and fan, Smeg (0844 557 9907 or smeguk.com)

DINING AREA
Pendant lights Rockett St George (01444 253391 or rockettstgeorge.co.uk)
Dining table similar from Neptune (01793 427427 or neptune.com)

LIVING ROOM
Pendant lights Tom Dixon Lava pendants, Heal’s (0333 212 1915 or 
heals.co.uk)
Sofa Love Your Home (01483 410007 or love-your-home.co.uk)
Wall paint Railings from Farrow & Ball (01202 876141 or farrow-ball.com)
Shutters Bella Vista Shutters (01273 303842 or bellavistashutters.co.uk)
Side tables Rockett St George, as before

MASTER BEDROOM
Light shade For similar try Ikea (ikea.com/gb)
Bedding, cushions, and throws For similar try The White Company  
(020 3758 9222 or thewhitecompany.com)
Bed made from reclaimed pallets

BATHROOM
Taps and shower For similar try black taps from Vola (01525 720111 or  
vola.com/en)
Freestanding bath, For similar try Frontline Bathrooms (0845 470 2424 
or frontlinebathrooms.co.uk)
Flooring For similary try Fired Earth (0845 366 5661 or firedearth.com)

COSTS
A similar kitchen would cost from £23,000.  A similar master bedroom 
would cost around £5,500 and similar bathroom from £15,000.
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1 Bianne Rattan hanging chair in Black, £285, Out There Interiors. 
outthereinteriors.com  2 Brookyln vintage metal dome pendant light, 
£69, Industville. industville.co.uk  3 Spey freestanding bath, from £2975, 
Drummonds. drummonds-uk.com  4 Railings state emulsion, from £45 
per 2.5 l, Farrow & Ball. farrow-ball.com  5 Wire end table with marble 
top, £115, Maisons Du Monde. maisonsdumonde.com  6 Cross extending 
dining table by Matthew Hilton for Case, from £2395, Heal’s. heals.com

5

6

Get the

Luke and Holly didn’t want an island unit to block the flow of the space.  They 
opted for a large 2.4 x 1m dining table instead, to create a large, sociable 
family dining area.

LOOK

4
j Aside from hosting a kitchen-diner, the new 
extension also has space for a utility room. 

 The couple sanded the original floorboards, which 
had been stained black, in the hallway and finished 
them in a clear matt top coat.

f The contemporary glass paneled side return 
and matching bi-fold doors allow the light to flood 
through the kitchen-diner and bring the outside in.
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