19305 DETACHED | 25BH

ity sak axtendivg ble, £1,023, Oak Fumihare
Sclitions, i similar. Pamong salls a chaice of -
* wimtage pendant Bghts, from £300 | . " 4 J
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A passionate collector of all things vintage, Colette Meechan has
used her 1930s home to showcase her gloriously quivky finds

FEATURE S4LLY SWTH | FHOTOGRAPHY FIORNA MURRAY

DISTINCTIVE

HOME TRUTHS

THE PROPERTY

A 1gzes detached house
LOCATION Surey
ROOMS Hal, skting raam,
dinirg ream, kitchen, family room,
T roscem, utility roarn, choakroom,
four bedrooms {ome en mte],
Family Bathmoom
PURCHASED 1004
PREVIOUS PROPERTY
MW lpwed in 2 Feime st one strees
avay from here,” says Coletbe, -
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E )

frer living in Florida for two
yCZII'S. C()]Ctt@ aﬂd Jim ML‘(*chq
rcturﬂ(-’:d to their old home in W
Surrey in 2002, ‘It was great
back. but the house felt small i
(0 Jrison 10 the grand American home

gof'f;Pbcc a living in,” says Colette, ‘It didy',

we jong for us to decide that we wanted

[ﬂk:c SPQCC for us and our two you ng

;E;dfc”’ Darrag_h, now 21, and Iona, 18

The couple did not have to look far ¢ find

e perfect place — a four—-bcdj‘oom detached
se just around the corner. “We wanted

ostay if the area, and this was just what
o were 10oking for,” says Colette, “The big

oms gave Us all the space we were missi ng’

i

—

' Theory ofevolution | MASTER BEDROOM

' ' An imposing bed, which the
Onc€ the Meechans had moved in, Colette couple brought back from

a Was keen to put her unique interior C].eSign "r | 7 America, sets a grand tone.

[ans INtO PL actice. ‘I can look at a room and | Walls painted in Straw estate
4 il emulsion, £43.50 per 2.5
litres, Farrow & Ball

[ know exactly what I'm going to do,’ she says.
1t does take awhile, though, as ideas then i ;3
1 eVOIVe over time. I hrough the years, the :-;:_ | _ { | | FAM |-|_:y BATHROO M
d h T Ee 1% o “The original scheme was tired,
house has undergone many changes but, R Dovorrnall] . b | now it’s simple yet chic with
nitially, we re-tiled and replaced all the i e N B hints of glamour, says Colette.
hathroom suites, laid carpets upstairs, fitted V. ol The Flr.:;ruda round illuminated
: . , B e WAL ) My 7 o ] LED mirror, £71, Better
newwindows and repainted throughout. Wi A RS Il Bathrooms, is a good match
ayear ago. ‘I wanted a minimalist look,” says A OO e 3 e eSO OM,
; . ; poaE S NSRS e 00 This has a cosseting 1970s feel.
Colette. ‘It definitely had to be white and W o . Hip Hop wooden bed frame,
easy to clean, but I couldn’t resist giving DO o T T £400 for a double, Bensons
l’ht‘ room 4 1-9 70‘) t‘VISt I Chose metro t]_l BT T AR N | - ® for BEdS; IS comparable. For
2s [ knew they would create a retro look, N e s 1 Flannel Giant Stem collection,
and [ really didn’t want to have a standard e SEIRELSON T v A £80 for a duvet cover
stainless steel extractor hood, which looks s A
too conspicuous, As an alternative solution,

we had it encased inside a tiled surround.’

A taste of the past

Ever since Colette was a student, she has been
collecting all things vintage, and her greatest
pleasure is visiting antiques fairs and markets.

Ivealways liked clothes and furniture from

Fhe 1950s, '60s or "70s,” she says. “The quality

Samazing, and it’s such good value.’

- Colette’s home is a true reflection of her
"vacious personality and style. ‘T have to get
dcreative fix each day, so I'm always looking
' magazines and online for inspiration,’ she

395 like pieces that have a story to tell — if

[see something interesting, I'll buy it. 1 often
Ntknow where it will go, though, and it

“an take years to find the right spot. In fact.

Ve had to put a stop to my collecting for now

least, 25 we're running out of space and we

fe ) TN
ally don twant to move again. &
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KITCHEN

Colette spotted these encaustic
floor tiles in arestaurant in Dorset On
and replicated the look in here -

For similar try Berkeley charcoal /]« l
£67.565q m; Metro wall tiles, £18.2. m, p a
both Topps Tiles. Units, price o | k
application, Krysalis Kitche: - Tt
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